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WE CLAIM: , . 

1 1 . V catheter assembly, comprising: 

2 ark elongate catheter body defining a distal portion and a proximal 

3 portion; \ 

4 a control element defining a distal portion operably connected to 

5 the distal portion of the catheter body and a proximal portion associated with, 

6 and extending along, tl;ie exterior surface of the catheter body to an area 

7 adjacent the proximal end^of the catheter body; and 

8 an app^l^tu^Xassociated with the catheter body and the control 

9 element, adapted to secure tl^contro! element in predetenmined relation to the 
10 catheter body. \ 

1 2. A catheter assembly^ claimed in claim 1, wherein the control 

2 element comprises a pull wireL W\\ 

1 3. A catheter assemblyasjcl^r^d^ claim 1, wherein the control 

2 element defines a distal end, the catheterNbMy defines a distal end, and the 

3 distal end of the control element is associated with the distal end of the catheter 

4 body, \ 

1 4. A catheter assembly as claimed in aaim 1 , wherein the apparatus 

2 comprises a substantially tubular member which surrounds respective portions 

3 of the elongate catheter body and the control, element 

1 5. A catheter assembly as claimed in claim IMurther comprising: 

2 a handle associated with the distal portion W the catheter body; 

3 wherein the apparatus comprises a substantially tubular member 

4 which sun^ounds respective portions of the handle and the cdhtrol element. 
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6. A catheter assembly as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the apparatus 
comprises a first member which rides on the control element and a second 
member which rides onsthe catheter body. 

7. A cathWer a^mbly as claimed in claim 6, wherein at least one 
of the first and secona members includes a locking device adapted to prevent 
movement relative to afjeast or^J'c^^^co^ element and catheter body. 

8. A catheter a^embjy^^s claimed in claim 7, wherein the locking 
device comprises a rotatable vie 


9. A catheter assembly as clai)^e^J in claim 1, wherein the apparatus 
comprises a main body associated with Vne of the catheter body and the 
control element and a nonmally biased lockind mechanism associated with the 
other of the catheter body and the control element. 
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